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The Abraham Accords: 
Israeli, Palestinian, 

and Gulf Responses
%\�2OLYLD�%DEVNL

Palestinian Response
� ,W�LV�KDUG�WR�VHH�WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�WKLV�WUHDW\�RQ�
furthering a cooperative deal between Israelis and 
Palestinians. While the treaty prevents Israel from 
immediately annexing the West Bank, it does not 
prevent annexation from taking place in the future. 
 Ammar Hijazi, assistant minister of 
PXOWLODWHUDO� D̆DLUV� IRU� WKH� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� $X-
thority (PA), called the signing ceremony 
“a sad day.”2 But “sad” may not capture the 
sense of betrayal and rage that Palestinians 
in Gaza and the West Bank have expressed.3 
 In response to the deal and to defend 
Palestinian self-determination, PA President 
Mahmoud Abbas, along with other heads of 
Palestinian leadership groups, gathered in Ra-
mallah to form a joint Palestinian coalition.2 The 
group wishes to separate themselves from Isra-
el and become an independent state based on 
the de facto borders prior to the Six-Day War.

Domestic Responses in Signatory 
States

UAE   Even though the state supported nor-
malization as a signatory to the normalization 
treaty, the UAE has faced criticism at home. 
In response, a group of six Emirati academics 
founded an alliance named the “UAE Resistance 
Union Against Normalization” and created a 
Charter against the Bahrain-UAE-Israel normal-
ization deal.4 The Charter is spreading across 
social media platforms, particularly Twitter, 
and has reached nearly two million signatures.5  

Bahrain $OWKRXJK� WKH� NLQJGRP� ṘFLDO-
ly endorses normalization, many of its cit-
izens oppose normalization and have ex-
pressed their dissent both through Twitter (with 
the hashtag #Bahrain_against_normalization) 
and on the streets. On Twitter, over 15 politi-
cal and non-political Bahraini associations have 

 2Q� 6HSWHPEHU� ���� 8�6�� 3UHVLGHQW� 'RQDOG� 7UXPS� KRVWHG� WKH� IRUHLJQ�
PLQLVWHUV� IURP� WKH� 8QLWHG� $UDE� (PLUDWHV� �8$(�� DQG� %DKUDLQ�� DV� ZHOO� DV� ,V-
UDHOL� 3ULPH� 0LQLVWHU� %HQMDPLQ� 1HWDQ\DKX�� DW� WKH� :KLWH� +RXVH� WR� VLJQ� WKH�
$EUDKDP� $FFRUGV�� WKH� 7UHDW\� RI� 3HDFH�� 'LSORPDWLF� 5HODWLRQV� DQG� )XOO� 1RU-
PDOL]DWLRQ� %HWZHHQ� WKH� 8QLWHG� $UDE� (PLUDWHV� DQG� WKH� 6WDWH� RI� ,VUDHO��
� )RXU� YHUVLRQV� RI� WKH� $EUDKDP� $FFRUGV� ZHUH� VLJQHG� IRU� HDFK� VLJ-
QDWRU\� VWDWH� LQ� WKHLU� UHVSHFWLYH� ODQJXDJHV²(QJOLVK�� $UDELF�� DQG� +H-
EUHZ�� 7KLV� WUHDW\� PDUNV� WKH� 8$(� DQG� %DKUDLQ¶V� ṘFLDO� UHFRJQLWLRQ� RI� WKH�
6WDWH� RI� ,VUDHO�� 7KHVH� *XOI� VWDWHV� DUH� QRZ� WKH� WKLUG� DQG� IRXUWK� $UDE� 6WDWHV�
WR� QRUPDOL]H� WLHV� ZLWK� ,VUDHO�� IROORZLQJ� (J\SW� LQ� ����� DQG� -RUGDQ� LQ� ������
 The treaty creates a framework for participants to pursue diplo-
PDWLF� H[FKDQJHV� RI� DPEDVVDGRUV�� HFRQRPLF� FRRSHUDWLRQ� DQG� FRRUGLQD-
WLRQ�� DQG� D� MRLQW� VWUDWHJ\� WR� SHDFH� EXLOGLQJ� DQG� SHDFHNHHSLQJ� LQ� WKH� 0LG-
GOH� (DVW�� ZLWK� D� FROOHFWLYH� H̆RUW� WR� UHVROYH� WKH� ,VUDHOL�3DOHVWLQLDQ� FRQÀLFW��
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issued statements against normalization; how-
ever, out of fear of government crackdown, 
street demonstrations have remained small.6

Israel :KLOH�PDQ\�ṘFLDOV�KDYH�DSSODXGHG�1HW-
anyahu on the deal, a few, including head of Jordan 
Valley Regional Council David Elhayani, have criti-
cized Netanyahu for “deceiv[ing] half a million res-
idents of the area and hundreds of thousands of vot-
ers” by pausing annexation plans in the West Bank.7 

 Although annexation plans have not pro-
ceeded, a plan for 3,122 settler homes is underway—
despite UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East 
Process Nickolay Mladenov’s call to immediately 
cease all settlement activity.� While Israeli civilian 
views on normalization remain unclear, the deal 
has not won back the hearts of voters, half of whom 
continue to demand for Netanyahu’s resignation.7 

Gulf Regional Responses 
Saudi Arabia Israel, the U.S., and the Arab 
signatories of the treaty are waiting for the ap-
proval signature of the “Big Boss” of the re-
gion—Saudi Arabia; however, their position as 
the “bastion” of Arab identity does not fare well 
with talks of normalization.9 While the country 
supports the idea of a Palestinian state and has 
QRW� ṘFLDOO\� UHVSRQGHG� WR� WKH� GHDO�� WKH� .LQJ-
dom has tacitly approved of normalization. 
 The Kingdom’s Foreign Minister Prince 
Faisal declared during a news conference in Ber-
OLQ��³$Q\�H̆RUWV� WKDW�FRXOG�SURPRWH�SHDFH� LQ� WKH�
region and that result in holding back the threat 
of annexation could be viewed as a positive.”���
 Faisal noted that a peace settlement between 
the Palestinians and the Israelis remains crucial. 
“Once that is achieved, then all things are possible.”���
� 7KH�FRXQWU\�KDV�DOVR�DOORZHG�ÀLJKWV�EHWZHHQ�
the UAE and Kuwait to cut across Saudi airspace, 
vastly reducing travel time.�� Thus, it appears that 
Saudi Arabia welcomes normalization but does 
not want to commit to signing a treaty—at least 
not until Israelis and Palestinians have reached a 
deal, which remains uncertain in the near future. 

Oman Despite rumors of Oman being the next 
in line to establish normalization with Israel, it 
appears that Oman will continue its policy of neu-
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trality in the region. The Sultanate is currently 
undergoing government change; its long serving 
PLQLVWHU�RI�IRUHLJQ�D̆DLUV��<XVX�ELQ�$ODZL��ZLOO�EH�
replaced by Badr bin Hamad Al Busaidi. Despite 
the change, bin Hamada—who is well-respected 
by Western nations such as the U.S.—is expected 
to continue Oman’s neutrality in foreign policy.11 

Qatar Among the most vocal regional op-
ponents to the treaty is Qatar, who views nor-
PDOL]DWLRQ� DV� DQ� H̆RUW� WR� XQGHUPLQH� WKH� 3DO-
estinian struggle for statehood. While Qatar  
engaged in commercial ties with Israel in the 
past, both the government and Qatari civilians 
have expressed strong opposition to the deal. 
 Normalization “can’t be the answer,” 
Qatar’s foreign minister spokesperson Lol-
wah al-Khater stated in an interview with 
Bloomberg.12 Consequently, the state has bol-
VWHUHG� LWV� H̆RUWV� WR� VXSSRUW� WKH� 3$� WKURXJK�
LQFUHDVHG� SROLWLFDO� DQG� ¿QDQFLDO� VXSSRUW�13                      

Kuwait Kuwait is perhaps the only Gulf 
VWDWH� WKDW� KDV� WDNHQ� DQ� ṘFLDO� VWDQFH� DJDLQVW�
the normalization deal and has never en-
gaged in any formal or informal ties with Israel. 
 “Kuwait maintains its position and 
will be the last country to normalize with Is-
rael,” Kuwaiti newspaper Al-Qabas report-
ed on the Kuwaiti government’s stance.14 

 On a domestic level, Kuwaiti civilians have 
mirrored their government’s response, expressing 
their strong opposition to the deal, and emphasiz-
ing their support for Palestinian independence. Ku-
wait’s semi-democratic government, large Palestin-
ian community, and long-held Pan-Arab solidarity 
makes the country a strong voice for Palestinians.15

 The Abraham Accords have triggered a wide-
spread response not only within the signatories’ 
states but across the Middle East and the globe. Its 
VLJQL¿FDQFH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�*XOI�DQG�WKH�0(1$�UHJLRQ�
remains contentious. It will only be with time—if 
other Arab states continue normalizing ties with Is-
rael—that we can determine the extent of its impact.
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“
The Abraham Accords have triggered a wide-
spread response not only within the signatories’ 
states but across the Middle East and the globe.
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